
 

Input Processing 
 

• Van Patten’s input processing principles 

1. Learners process content words in the input before anything else. 

2.  Learners prefer processing lexical items to grammatical items for  semantic information. 
 

3.  Learners prefer processing more meaningful morphology before less or non-meaningful 
morphology, for example, simple past regular endings rather than redundant verbal agreement. 
 

• Participants 
 

1. Six second-year university level Spanish classes at the University of Illinois.  Two classes were 
randomly assigned to one of three groups. 

 
2. One group was a control and received no instructional treatment aside from their regular classroom 

instruction which was based on a communicative methodology modeled on the Natural Approach.  
Grammar instruction was limited to textbook and workbook exercises done as homework. 

 
3. A second group received a treatment of traditional instruction. 

 
4. A third group received input processing instruction. 

 
• Traditional Instruction 

 
1. Traditional instruction – involves explanation and output of a grammatical point 

 
2. Explanations are given concerning the form and position of direct object pronouns within a 

sentence. 
 
3. Presentation is via a paradigmatic chart that included all persons and an explanation of what 

objects and object pronouns are. 
 
4. Placement of object pronouns within a sentence was also discussed. 
 
5. Practice – learners practice how to make sentences with direct object pronouns with both written 

and oral production activities. 
 

• Input processing -  involves explanation and practice/experience processing input data 
 
1.  Students are taught to interpret OVS stings correctly. 
 
2.  Concept of subject and object are contrasted. 
 
3.  Both subject and object pronouns are presented. 
 
4.  It was emphasized that in Spanish, unlike English, it is possible to have sequences of 
the type object pronoun-verb-subject. 
 
5.  Full object nouns may be placed before the verb and are case marked with the preposition a: 
 

Example - A Maria la llama Juan.   
 
6.  Practice – students respond to informational content of OV strings. 
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Free E-learning Platforms 
 
Nicenet: http://www.nicenet.org/ 
Moodle: http://moodle.org/ 
Dokeos: http://www.dokeos.com/ 
 
Online Dictionaries 
 
MSN Encarta Dictionary http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/dictionary/dictionaryhome.aspx 
The Free Dictionary http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ 
The Merriam Webster http://www.m-w.com/ 
 
Associations 
 
TESOL http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/index.asp 
CALICO https://www.calico.org/ 
EUROCALL http://www.eurocall-languages.org/ 
INGED http://www.inged.org.tr/about-inged.asp 
 
Tutorials 
 
Internet for Classrooms http://www.internet4classrooms.com/on-line.htm 
The Webwise http://www.bbc.co.uk/webwise/course/ 
Microsoft http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/FX100565001033.aspx 
 
Reference/Libraries 
 
Library Spot http://www.libraryspot.com/ 
RefDesk http://refdesk.com/ 
The Internet Public Library http://www.ipl.org/div/subject/browse/ref00.00.00 
The Educator’s Reference Desk http://www.eduref.org/ 
 
Inquiry & Problem-Solving 
 
The NASA SciFiles http://scifiles.larc.nasa.gov/text/educators/tools/instructional.html 
Filling the Tool Box  http://fno.org/toolbox.html 
The Inquiry Page http://inquiry.uiuc.edu/ 
 
WebQuests 
 
OELP/University of Oregon WebQuests http://oelp.uoregon.edu/quests.html 
SESD WebQuests http://www.sesd.sk.ca/teacherresource/webquest/webquest.htm 
SDSU – The WebQuest Page http://webquest.sdsu.edu/ 
 
Podcasting 
 
Podcasts Demystified http://www.languagemagazine.com/internetedition/langmag_pages/podcasting_LM_apr06.pdf 
Podcasting Basics – Moodle http://recap.ltd.uk/moodle/course/view.php?id=2 
The Education Podcast Network http://epnweb.org 
The Canadian Association on Podcasts http://www.caslt.org/research/technology2.htm 
 
Presentation Software 
 
HyperStudio http://www.hyperstudio.com/ 
PowerPoint http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/powerpoint/default.aspx 
 
 
Useful Sites 
 
Hot Potatoes  http://hotpot.uvic.ca/ 
Intercultural E-mail Classroom Connections http://www.iecc.org/ 
National Geographic http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/activities/17/ 
Discovery School http://school.discovery.com/teachers/ 
BBC Learning English http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index.shtml 
Skills-based Activities http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index.shtml 
Dave’s ESL Café http://www.eslcafe.com/ 
Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/world/worldrw.html 

 


